
Encouraging Young People To 
Fulfil Their Potential



A Little About Us

Ardfern School was established in 2007 in order to offer educational 
packages to young people for whom mainstream education was not 
appropriate. Many of our pupils have Additional Support Needs (ASN), 
which we support in a nurturing, well-resourced environment that focuses 
on individual needs. 

Ardfern operates out of two campuses, which are located in Johnstone 
and Alexandria, and offer children a varied educational programme based 
on the experiences and outcomes set out within The Curriculum for 
Excellence. 

Ardfern offer both primary and secondary placements based on the 3-18 
national curriculum guidelines. The focus on interdisciplinary learning at 
Ardfern allows pupils to experience a broad education in line with the 
Four Capacities of Curriculum for Excellence (Successful Learners, Confi-
dent Individuals, Responsible Citizens, and Effective Contributors), as set 
out by Education Scotland. 

Ardfern also understands that pastoral support is as important as educa-
tional support, which is the reason all children are assigned a key teacher, 
who is in regular contact with pupils parents and carers, as well as other 
professionals involved in the young persons life.

Ardfern offers a number of SQA accredited courses ranging from Nation-
al 2 to National 5 and Higher. Curriculum areas include English, Mathemat-
ics, Social Subjects, Technologies and Health & Wellbeing. 

All children placed at an Ardfern benefit from an Individualised Education 
Programme (IEP) in order to best identify and meet the individual educa-
tional, social and pastoral needs of the child. 



Our Approach to 
Education

Ardfern is a small independent school with a campus in Johnstone and one 
in Alexandria. We have a firm focus on teaching and learning and offer a 
curriculum which takes account for the need for flexibility to motivate and 
encourage pupils to develop to their fullest potential as set out in A Curricu-
lum for Excellence. Our aim is to provide a broad general education for all 
our pupils. The education programmes at Ardfern are aimed at pupils who 
have previously had issues in school due to behavioural and/or academic 
difficulties, where their education may have been disrupted by periods of 
exclusion and/or other factors.

The aim of the curriculum is to allow the pupils to realise their strengths and 
abilities through their academic work, cross curricular projects and initiatives 
and through enterprise and vocational skill projects. It is designed to prepare 
the young people for return to mainstream and or future destinations in 
education or work. The focus of the school is with pupils in the age range 8 
-17 years from a number of different authorities. We offer a full subject 
time-table at all stages and prepare all our young people in the senior phase 
for National Qualifications.

Throughout the young person’s time at Ardfern staff pick up on their pasto-
ral needs. This can range from a phone call to parents and carers, home 
visits or counselling sessions to resolve more pressing issues. Ardfern 
School provides an exciting and inspirational learning environment which 
fosters self confidence and ambition by giving the pupils an opportunity to 
develop an awareness of the world and the skills they will need in the future. 
Pupils receive help and support from their key teachers and our dedicated 
transition team who ensure a smooth journey into further education, training 
or work.



School Curriculum

All young people at Ardfern School are offered a broad general education that 
will equip them with skills and qualifications to assist them in their transition into 
adulthood.

All pupils are supported in the achievement and attainment within the Curriculum 
for Excellence framework.

English
The development of competent Literacy skills is essential and the young people 
to engage fully in society and in learning, through the different forms of language, 
and the range of texts, which society values and finds useful. Competency in 
Literacy is essential to successful learning.

The core teaching programme from P4 to S3 is based on the outcomes and expe-
riences set out within the ‘Curriculum for Excellence’ framework for languages 
and covers listening and talking, reading and writing. Literacy is promoted 
throughout the whole curriculum with opportunities provided in all subjects to 
apply skills learned.

At Ardfern our delivery of the curriculum takes account of the need for flexibility 
to motivate and encourage pupils to develop to their fullest potential. To aid this 
computer software is available, if necessary, to support learning.



Mathematics

Maths is delivered in respect to the 3-18 Curriculum for excellence model. Maths 
is used in everyday activities and continues to grow and to find new uses in Sci-
ence, Technology, Business and Social Life.

The introduction of Life Skills Maths (2,3,4,5) Allow the students to utilise maths 
in everyday contexts such as; Paying bills, Managing Wages, Saving, Time, and 
Shape and Measurement.

Study at National 4 & 5 level, pupils will study a more advanced level of mathe-
matics, with the potential progression to higher mathematics. Students will study 
the topics stated above in addition to; Algebra, Area of Shapes, Pythagoras, and 
Trigonometry.

The life skills mathematics levels are arranged in such a way that there is a pro-
gression through levels of difficulty. The courses are based on real life situations 
as well as vocational purposes. The aim of all the levels is to increase the child’s 
skills and confidence gradually while introducing more difficult concepts such as 
Algebra and Trigonometry.

Expressive Arts
Through Art & Design (National 3 and 4), learners have rich opportunities to be 
creative and to experience inspiration and enjoyment. They explore a wide 
range of two- and three- dimension media and technologies through practical 
activities, and create, express, and communicate ideas. Their studies of the 
works of artists and designers enhance their enjoyment and deepen their 
knowledge and understanding.



Social Subjects
History

History is delivered to pupils ranging from National 3 to 5 and Higher. The pur-
pose of the course is to open up the world of the past for learners. By examining 
the past learners can better understand their communities, their country and the 
wider world.

Students will study three units, those being a Scottish topic, a British topic and 
the European and the World. Specific skills will be attached to each unit such as 
students feeling confident to study historical source taking into account aspects 
of their origin and content.

From level 4 onwards have to undertake a personal project. This may range from 
an essay to a report. This encourages pupils to work independently, communi-
cate their findings and show skills and understanding acquired from previous 
work from earlier units in the History course.

Modern Studies

The teaching of Modern Studies is offered to students ranging from National 3 
to 5 and Higher. The course aims to develop learner’s knowledge and under-
standing of contemporary political and social issues. The course develops in 
learners a greater understanding of the contemporary world and their place in it.

The subject will cover three areas, Democracy in Scotland and the United King-
dom, Social Issues in the United Kingdom and International Issues. Modern Stud-
ies is set in a classroom environment but also encourages a relaxed and com-
fortable settings where class discussions and debates to encourage students to 
express and share opinions.



ICT

Ardfern aims to prepare pupils to participate in a rapidly changing technological 
society. Learning in ICT will enable students to be informed, skilled, thoughtful, 
adaptable and enterprising citizens.
Children develop their skills in using hardware and software in the main taught 
areas including word processing, spreadsheets, databases, graphics and internet 
and communication technologies. At Ardfern we aim to provide opportunities for 
students to practically apply these skills through areas such as administration and 
business. Students are encouraged to explore technology across the curriculum.

We promote good health and safety practice in a safe and welcoming environ-
ment. Using a variety of up to date hardware and software applications, children 
are encouraged to use ICT to help support studies across the curriculum.

Health and Wellbeing
Learners develop their understanding of a healthy diet, which is one composed of 
a variety and balance foods and drinks. They acquire knowledge and skills to make 
healthy food choices and help to establish lifelong healthy eating habits.

They develop an appreciation that eating can be an enjoyable activity and under-
stand the role of food within social and cultural contexts.

Learners develop knowledge and understanding of safe and hygienic practices and 
their importance to health & wellbeing and apply these in practical activities and 
everyday routines including good oral health. They develop awareness that food 
practices and choices depend on many factors including availability, sustainability, 
season, cost, religious beliefs, peer pressure, advertising and the media. Qualifica-
tions at National 3 and 4 available in Hospitality Ð Practical Cookery.



PE and Outdoor 
Education
Ardfern is committed to providing a balanced programme of activities to devel-
op the child in a holistic way. In the early years we focus on the four main areas 
as prescribed in the Curriculum for Excellence framework.

The activities covered are; Football, Basketball, Badminton, Trampolining, Swim-
ming, Gymnastics, Indoor games, and Outdoor games

During Third and Fourth year pupils will engage in National levels 3, 4 and 5. This 
allows all pupils two attain and achieve at their own level.

PSE
C.O.P.E

The qualifications offer imaginative ways of accrediting young people’s activities. 
They promote and allow centres to record a wide range of personal qualities, 
abilities and achievements of young people, as well as introducing them to new 
activities and challenges. The modules incorporate knowledge and skills from a 
variety of subjects across the curriculum.

Work Experience

The qualification at both National 3 and 4, encourages young people to source 
and apply for a work experience placement. Support materials provided by 
Work-it, enable students to record their work electronically and work towards 
their transition from Ardfern. Work experience gives young people the opportuni-
ty to gain skills that are transferable to college or the workplace.All young people 
are given the chance to experience a work placement in their final year of school.



Technology

Woodwork / Practical craft skills

Practical craft skills and woodwork are offered at Ardfern up to national level 4.

The aims of the courses offered are to enable our young people to develop 
practical skills while working with a variety of materials. At the same time the 
young people will be honing related skills such as numeracy and thinking skills 
gained through their academic experience at school.

Pupils in P6 – S2 are introduced to workshop safety, tools and how to use them. 
They then work on set projects to make both practical and decorative items. This 
helps enhance their skills and self -confidence and completed project items are 
displayed in school or taken home to families.

Sciences

The Sciences are offered within the Curriculum for Excellence framework as 
outlined by the Scottish Government. Students will study a range of different 
topics in order to help them develop a curiosity and understanding of their envi-
ronment, develop skills for life, learning, work and express opinions, make deci-
sions on social, moral, ethical, economic and environmental issues.

The projects are designed to be progressive while also being safe and enjoyable.



Planning for Your 
Future

Post Placement Review

After starting a Ardfern School, all our pupils will have a Post Placement Review. 
This is usually arranged to happen after the pupil has been in school for 6 - 8 
weeks. This allows the young person to settle in, get to know their new teachers 
and classmates. At this meeting parents, carers, educational psychologists, social 
workers, and any other interested parties will be invited along to hear how the 
pupil has adjusted to life in their new school, and to give any feedback of any 
changes they may have noticed in this initial period. Pupils will also be given the 
opportunity to speak freely about how they feel about how they are progressing. 
An IEP (Individual Education Plan) will be created for every pupil. In this teaching 
staff will detail strengths and areas of support for the young person, as well as 
planned areas of education over the coming term.

6 Month Reviews

The young person’s educational placement will be reviewed every 6 months. This 
gives all interested parties the opportunity to find our how the pupil is progress-
ing, and what the next steps for them may be. Again the pupils are encouraged to 
share their experiences and opinions on how they feel their education is develop-
ing.

Transition Planning

As pupils enter their final year in education, they will link in with careers advisors 
from SDS (Skills Development Scotland). Along with their key teacher, the careers 
advisor will assist the pupils in seeking a placement in Further Education, Training, 
or Employment. This process will be very structured and supportive to ensure a 
positive transition for the young person. 



Contact Us

Ardfern School - Johnstone

Unit C, Floors Street Industrial Estate, 
Floors Street, Johnstone,
Renfrewshire,
PA5 8PE

Tel: 01505 331 898

Ardfern School - Lomond

Unit 1/1, Lomond Industrial Estate, 
Duncryne Road, Alexandria,
West Dunbartonshire,
G83 0TL

Tel: 01389 755 794

Email Us

Jim Telford (Director) :    jimtelford@ardfernschool.org.uk

Tricia MacLeod (Head Teacher) :  triciamacleod@ardfernschool.org.uk

Andy Telford :      andrewtelford@ardfernschool.org.uk
(Centre Manager: Lomond)

Janis Logue  :     janislogue@ardfernschool.org.uk
(Centre Manager: Johnstone)




